The Methodist Post

Boston Spa i|
Clifford |
Bramham

Plough Monday
9th January

January 2012

January 2012

This time of the year is always a good time to take stock. To look
back and see where God has been at work in our lives helps us to
determine our mission for the future. I was so excited to see the
photo of Boston Spa Methodist Church in the 1900s, because it
seemed almost as though our plans for the Peace Garden were being
affirmed by our forebears - that we are continuing the vision that
started many years ago. Look out for the fantastic work being done
by B4G.

As you will see elsewhere in the magazine, the vision for Boston Spa
MC is progressing, but how wonderful it has been during Advent to
see the fruits of many people’s labours — The soup lunch for
Tearfund’s work in Mozambique, the prisoners art display during
prison week, the wonderfully hectic Messy Church — all before
December even started! The Brownie and Guide Nativity/Carol
Service also raised over £120 for Action for Children. And at Clifford
Barbara and Gordon hosted the brilliant curry evening, raising over
£300 for vocational training in India. And that’s before even
considering the regular outreach activities of the church, and the hard
work so generously offered by members and adherents. So thank
you to all who helped or supported in any way. My special thanks
also to the stewards. Please thank them for all the work they do on
everyone’s behalf. Easy to complain when things go wrong, but how
easily we can forget to say “Well done, good and faithful servant!”
when everything is running smoothly, which it usually does.

One sad note was the sudden death of Mary Wilson, from Wetherby
MC. Mary was something of a pioneer, never letting her disability
prevent her from doing anything. She was a valued Worship Leader
at Wetherby and always supported circuit events, even at Boston
where she hated having to sit at the front on show in her wheelchair.
Always cheerful, positive and a great encourager of others she will be
greatly missed, not least by local preachers and the staff team.

As I have been looking back over the year, I realise how blessed 1
am to be a Christian and a Methodist. People really do care about
each other; supporting each other in countless ways . And for that, I
for one, am very grateful.

As we renew our vows during the Covenant service, let us listen to
God’s word for us. God calls us to deeper spiritual growth. May we
take time to listen and respond to his Word for us, as we seek to
become the church God calls us to be.
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Susan’s Letter continued
Wishing you all a blessed New Year. As Howard Thurman wrote,
" When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is
gone,
When the kings and princes are home, when the shepherds are back
with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers, to make music in the heart”
So may it be for all those who love God, and all those who are
seeking God across the earth. Blessings. Susan
Frontispiece - Plough Monday
Plough Monday is the name given to the first Monday after
Twelfth Night, and it marked the resumption of agricultural work after
the Christmas festivities.
In some areas of England it was common for the farm labourers to
tour the villages with their plough in a money-raising trip, perhaps
with singing, mumming plays and dancing or even a straw bear; the
participants commonly disguised themselves with costumes or by
blacking their faces with soot, perhaps so that they could not be
identified if they ploughed up the gardens of householders unwilling
to make contributions.
It was also common for church ceremonies involving blessing the
plough to take place either on Plough Monday or on the preceding
Sunday.
In the Tadcaster Circuit this tradition was revived during the time of
the Revd. Meg Woodlock-Smith and the service of thanksgiving and
blessing this year takes place at 7.30pm on Monday 9" January at
Tadcaster Methodist Church.

Messy Church.
What a joyous and uplifting experience we had on Wednesday 30"
November! When 3.45 arrived and all was ready but the helpers
were still alone, Susan led us in prayer and as we opened our eyes
and ears the Wesley Room was buzzing with the voices of mums and
toddlers. Suddenly we were busy with little helpers making cards,
decorations and small gifts. We had some clearing up to do, but it
really felt like church. Wonder what God will do next? Gerald P.
P.S. Next Messy Church will be on Wednesday 25" January.
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Boston Spa Methodist Church - January, 2012

ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN US AT OUR SERVICES AND EVENTS.
15 SUNDAY 10.30am Mr. David Mountain
8" SUNDAY 10.30am Revd. Susan Greenhart COVENANT SERVICE
10" Tuesday 2.30pm W.F.G. Revd. Charlotte Truman.
11™ Wednesday7.30pm Men’s Group - Martin Cocker “Aviation &
History”
13" Friday 1.00pm Lunch time Concert with Thomas Leech
giving another Organ Recital. Lunch from noon. See page 13.
15'"" SUNDAY 10.30am Mr. Dennis Ashton
6.30pm Circuit Service led by Revd. Susan Greenhart
and Revd. Leo Osborn, President of Conference. S.
17" Tuesday 10.45am Evergreens’ Luncheon Club.
22"Y SUNDAY 10.30am Revd. Steve Barlow
4.00pm Churches Together, United Service at All
Saints, Bramham. Churches Together in the Week of Prayer for
unity. See also Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
23" Monday  noon St. Edward’s Short act of worship and soup.
Churches Together
24" Tuesday  noon St. Peter’s, Walton Worship and soup.
Churches Together.
2.30pm W.F.G. Mrs. Heather Shipman
25" Wednesday noon Boston M.C. Worship & Soup. Churches
Together.
4.00pm Messy Church.
29" SUNDAY 10.30am Revd. Susan Greenhart
February
5t SUNDAY 10.30am Revd. Sally Coleman

* X X

PRAYER GROUPS
Our Prayer Group is on Wednesdays at 11.15am. in the Church
The church is open from 9.30am to noon for prayer and meditation.
The King’'s Church Prayer Group Thursdays 4-7pm 216 High St.



BOSTON SPA CHURCH FAMILY NEWS -January2012.

BIRTHDAYS Best wishes to:- Joseph Lazarowicz on 3rd
and Samuel Allanach on 31st

PLEASE PRAY FOR:-
Those who are sad or unwell at home or in hospital.
All who suffer through conflict or war
Those who risk their lives helping others.
The faithfulness and mission of the Church.
GIVE THANKS FOR:-
Those recovering from illness.
Birthdays, anniversaries and all joyful events.

IBOSTON SPA ROTAS - January 2012

Door Stewards Flowers

1%t Carmen & Dennis Ashton Rose Burton

8™ Norman & Mary Ruston Mary Ruston

15™ Kathleen & Graham McGuire Phyllis Reynolds
22" Gordon & Shirley Hurren Kathleen McGuire
29" Joy & Les Ackroyd Margaret Smith
Sunday Coffee Saturday Coffee

Dec.31°% Mike & Jean
Jan 7™ Heather & Clare
14™ Angela & Hilda
21% Barbara & John
28" Mavis & Kath.

15t Bob & Wendy W., Gerald P.
8" Chris & Roger Tunnicliffe
15" Mike & Jean Henzell

22" Ken & Judith G., Hilary R.
29" David & Barbara Parrot

Chapel Cleaning

Dec. 26 & Jan.2 Hilary Rowland & Wendy Wade.
Jan.9 & 16 Gerald Payling

23 & 30 Jackie & Arthur Faulkner

Brass Cleaning

Jan.2 Angela & Mavis, Jan. 16 Mary & Norman, Jan.30 Kath & Pam.

Could you help with Chapel or Brass Cleaning Rotas?

Contact Gerald Payling. Tel: 842 027.
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Charles Wesley - (part 16) - Hymn-writer extraordinar
"0 for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise;
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace.”

So wrote the Reverend Charles Wesley, precisely one year
after his conversion to a full Christian faith on May 21t 1739.

Upon meeting Peter Bohler, the German Moravian missionary
and Bishop, he had spoken about confessing Christ and Bohler had
replied, “had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Him with them
all”.

Although not the first of the hymns written by Charles, these
words amply express the deep thoughts within his heart . Yet, Charles
Wesley’s poetry was only secondary in importance in his life; the
great task of evangelism came first but his output of verse was so
large and his standard so uniformly high that each stanza which he
wrote deserves serious consideration as an expression of protestant
theology. In fact, to refer to Charles Wesley simply as a theologian
and hymn writer is to do him a great injustice for it is well recognised
within literary circles that he was one of the most prolific true poets in
the English language.

In the preface of a well known hymnbook of the time, A
Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People called Methodists
(1780), Charles claims that his hymns are ‘free from doggerel,
botches, feeble expletives, turgidity or bombastic - no cant
expressions, no words without meaning and nothing put in to patch
up the rhyme’.

Charles’ poetic hymn writing conformed to those criteria
which, until very recently, were regarded as defining a true *hymn’.
Namely it must be:-

Religious

Communal rather than personal, so that it can be used by a

group of people.

Lyrical, so that it can be sung.

Metric and of regular structure.

The precise number of hymns written by Charles is not known,
but it is usually accepted as being around 9,000 of which 4,600 were
published in his lifetime with a further 3,100 being printed after his
death. Hundreds more were written but not completed and about
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Charles Wesley From page 6
1300 have been published recently. This averages in excess of 2
hymns per day over a period of 50 years and this in addition to
studying the scripture, lengthy periods of prayer and preaching on
weekdays as well as on Sundays. Add to this that most of his hymns
which we sing today had many more verses than have survived; as
many as 20 in some cases.

The earliest collection of Hymns entitled ‘A Collection of
Psalms and Hymns’, was produced by Charles’ brother John in 1738/9
published in two volumes. However, Charles soon took over the reins
of hymn writer whilst his brother John concentrated on his missions
work around Britain.

However we regard Charles Wesley's hymns - poetry or
otherwise, one thing is abundantly clear, and that is that he knew his
Bible from cover to cover and had a Spirit inspired gift for expressing
the scriptural text in readily understood and superbly ‘singable’ lines.

AWF
Refs: Brother Charles - Barrie W. Tabraham (Epworth Press)
_A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People called Methodists
(1780), Wesley’s Hymns (1876), Hymns for Divine Worship -
Methodist New Connexion (Circa 1797)
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House Groups
Bible Study Group The study of Paul’s Letter to The Romans will
continue in the new year . We meet alternately at "The Cottage", Leys
Lane, .and "The Mistal", Church St, Boston Spa. The meeting on
January 5th is at "The Mistal", 19'" at The Cottage, Leys Lane,
February 2" at The Mistal. Please ring 01937 842 564 (Arthur) or
1937 841 077 (Dennis) to speak to Arthur or Dennis for further
information.
With Joan Dyer - meets on 2" and 4th Thursdays. New friends
welcome. Contact 843 533.
With Wendy Wade - contact no. 844 603.
With Stuart Haigh - contact no. 843 836.
With Gerald Payling - Next Meeting - Monday January 23™ at
7.30pm. Then fortnightly. Details 842 027.

“"WHERE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY MEET......... " (1)

This is what our Boston Spa church notice-board says at our corner of
the High Street. We live in an age of headlines, advertising slogans
and soundbites, when we want to make the maximum impact in just
a few words. If we had had a competition to write a pithy summary of
our church in a few memorable words, it's hard to see how we could
have improved on this one. It would surely be one of the winners. It
says what we hope we are and it says what we want to be - a place
where church meets community and vice-versa. It's embodied in the
mission statement we recently adopted.

But like all mission statements, it needs to be “unpacked”, so that we
don’t just say it glibly, but rather understand what it means and what
it doesn’t mean. It needs to be embedded in our thinking if it is to be
a statement of mission and not just a pious hope.

Let’s think of it first in physical terms. As a building, beautiful and
historic as it is, our church doesn’t front on or dominate any part of
the High Street like — say - the Parish Church does. We need to open
up our church visually from the High Street and we want to do that.
Although it’s only a relatively short distance from the High Street to
the church, it’s still a deterrent to “drop-in”. What can we do about
that? Do we want to make it more accessible and the community
more aware of it or are we content with things as they are? How can
we who love it and can’t think of life without the worship and
fellowship and activities we share there, how can we as a church be
more attractive to the community and more outward going into the
community ourselves? Again, the church seems separated from the
river bank these days - although it used not to! - and so our plans
for a Peace Garden take that into account too.

In addition, when we say that our church is a place “where church
and community meet”, we must never see that meeting as any kind
of well-defined boundary or frontier. It can’t be because the church is
part of the community and the community uses our church facilities
for all kinds of activities. If there is any kind of boundary between
church and community, we are called by God as a church and as
individuals to be a bridge across it in both directions, and not a
dividing wall.

bSEG Y2YyiK 6SQftf SED#MMBNE (KA& FdzNIKS
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B4G Update

The Journey

For the past 15 years or so, we at Boston Spa Methodist Church have
been on a journey as we try to discern God'’s vision for our Church
and how we should work out our mission.

We have always tried to make our Church accessible to all by
improving the front steps and installing a lift, refurbishing the toilets
and including a disabled facility, replacing the Wesley Room floor,
refurbishing the kitchen and the downstairs entrance hall. Our Church
has always been well-maintained and loved but we have not always
looked to Mission and the Way Forward.

Following on from the 5-year plan in 2002, there was a Lay Witness
weekend from which arose the Development Group. This Group later
became the Steering Group. Here, we acknowledge all those who
have been part of those groups and thank them for all the work that
they do and for bringing us to where we are today. Without those
people laying the foundations at the start of this journey we would
not have such a clear vision of our mission today.

Having obtained approval from Church Council in September, and
thanks to the prompt response and most generous donations from
the congregation, four architects have now visited our church and
have been invited to draw up their ideas and plans to help us
envisage what various possibilities might actually look like and how
feasible they are. All four have been amazed at the beauty of our
church and how well-maintained and loved it is. Similarly, all four
have shown great sensitivity to retaining the character of the
building. They aim to have their plans and sketches completed by the
end of January.

Discussions are taking place with Leeds CC Tree Officer and Leeds
Groundwork Trust about the clearing and designing of the Peace
Garden. It is hoped that clearing of the site will be completed by the
end of February to leave time for designing and planting the Peace
Garden to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee and before the Olympic Torch
comes through Boston Spa on 19 June 2012. When we have a definite
date for the site clearance we shall let you know as you may wish to
volunteer to help out with this work.

So we go forward in faith. Pray that all we wish to accomplish for
God’s vision for us here in Boston Spa will come to pass and that we
will surely be a community resource for everyone.

From Sheila and Jackie on behalf of B4G.
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WEEKLY! % PROGRAMME
Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship
Junior Church, Créche
Holy Communion Please check Church Notices/Website for times*
6.00pm Evening Worship 1st Sunday - Reflections
7.00pm Games Club during Term time.

Monday Evening — Senior Table Tennis.

Tuesday 3™ of month - Evergreens’ Luncheon Club
2.30pm Women'’s Friendship Group 2nd & 4th Tuesdays
Evening Brownies.

Wednesday 9.30 - 11am “Busy Bees” - Mothers and Toddlers
9.30 - noon Chapel open for prayer, meditation
11.15am Prayer Group in the Chapel
p.m. Upholstery Group
4 - 6pm 4™ of month Messy Church.
Evening Men’s Group — 2nd Wednesday Oct to June.

Thursday p.m. Upholstery Group
Evening Slimming World.
Friday a.m. & p.m. Lunch Time Concert. Monthly - 2" Friday

Saturday 10.30 - noon Coffee in the Wesley Room.
*Current month’s Services and events are on page 3. Other
information on notice boards, in Sunday Notices and on the website
www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk

Church Rooms may be booked for private functions. Contact — Anne

Hovell on 01937 843 445.
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The Chapel from the riverbank circa 1890.

Contributions (Articles, Comments, Book Recommendations
etc.) for The Methodist Post to Gerald Payling, Rigadoon, Lynton
Avenue, Boston Spa, West Yorks. LS23 6BL. Tel, 01937 842 027.
Email - gerald.payling@mypostoffice.co.uk

It would be helpful if Verdana 10 font was used!
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Minister — Revd. Susan Greenhart
Sunday Worship at 10.30am.
January 2012
1%t Revd. Susan Greenhart
8™ Andrew Marshall ALL AGE WORSHIP
15" Revd. Susan Greenhart COVENANT SERVICE
6.30pm at Boston Spa PRESIDENT'S VISIT.
22" Edward Blakey TRANSPORT NEEDED.
4.00pm All Saints Bramham Christian Unity Service.
29" Revd. Ken Marshall
Further details on our website: www.cliffordmc.org.uk
Open House Coffee Morning: We will be open as usual on Tuesday
10" January. Come along and bring your friends.
Ladies’ Friendship Hour No meeting in January.

Important Notice - The access gate on Nursery Way will be
closed from 6pm on 31 Dec. 2011 until 6pm on 1%'Jan. 2012.

Methodist Post - A very sincere thank you to all who help to deliver
the Methodist Post throughout the year. Your loyalty and effort are
greatly appreciated.

January Rotas

Door Stewards Flowers Vestry
1%t C. Catton C. Catton D. Barrow
8" M. Suggate B. Shaw J. Turner
15" R. McCall R. McCall C. Smith
22" S & K Biercamp C. Smith R. Rodgers
29" C & K Smith M. Suggate M. Whaley

All Articles to Sheila by 10*" January please.
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
Wednesday 18" to Wednesday 25" January, 2012.
Local Services.
Sunday 22" - United Service 4pm at All Saints, Bramham

The lunchtime Services — noon to 12.30 followed by soup & rolls
Monday 23™ - St. Edward’s, Tuesday 24" — St. Peter’s, Walton
Wednesday 25" - Boston Spa Methodist Church.
The theme “We will all be Changed” is from the churches in
Poland, a country that knows all about change.

January Lunchtime Concert
This will be on Friday, 13" at 1pm in Boston Spa Methodist Church
when we welcome back Thomas Leech, Organist and Choral Director
in the Leeds Diocese. Light lunches will be served in the Wesley
Room from noon. All are welcome to join us.
£
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Crime Prevention Message
Christmas is a busy time of year for everyone. Research shows that
the level of domestic theft increases too. So ensuring your home is
properly protected against festive crime should be made a priority.
Christmas is a time when many of us are away from home visiting
family or travelling abroad to escape the winter chill.
Christmas traditionally sees an increase in domestic burglary, with
criminals targeting homes when they are at their most vulnerable. To
avoid being a victim of festive theft please consider the following.
Always keep doors and windows locked
Try to keep presents out of sight; houses are sometimes targeted for
the presents kept under the Christmas tree.
Use timer lights if the house is unoccupied during the hours of
darkness and remember the dark afternoons if you are out visiting.
Don’t leave Christmas presents or Christmas shopping on view in a
parked or unattended car. Put them out of sight in the boot or better
still do not leave any valuables in the car at all.
Put discarded packaging out of sight. Putting the box for your new TV
outside the house is good information for a thief!!
A bit of forethought can drastically reduce the chance of you
becoming a victim of opportunist crime.

If you have any information regarding any of the above crime

can you please contact WETHERBY Police Station on 0113 2855360.
( This number will now be directed through a Wakefield call centre )
or CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111. Non Emergency number 101.
Please report suspicious incidents,persons or vehicles in your area to
the above numbers, or to me at Garforth Police Station on 0113
2413639

Information from Neighbourhood Watch is vital to the prevention and
detection of crime in the area. Please help us and continue to support
Neighbourhood Watch.

Please notify this office of any change of 'e' mail address or contact
number.

REPORT MINOR CRIME ONLINE: Report a West Yorkshire crime
online, request a callback or report lost property, all via our website
http://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/
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