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Minister’s Letter

Dear Friends

‘A Mars a day helps you work, rest and play’

Those of us of a certain age will remember this advertising 
slogan and we tend to think of work and rest in that order. 

After all:

On the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He 
rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.  Then God 

blessed the seventh day and  made it holy, because on it He had rested from 
all His work which He had created and made. (Genesis 2 1-3 NIV)

Leaving aside the argument of creation v evolution for another day (just to say that 
I don’t believe them to be incompatible) God worked and then rested. Therefore, it is 
a common feeling that we should do the same, work then rest. 

If we look back to the previous chapter of Genesis:
‘So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them.…God saw all that he 
had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there 

was morning – the sixth day.’ (Genesis 1: 27, 31 NIV)
The first thing that humans do with God is rest with him; not work then rest but rest 

then work. This can put a new perspective on things. As I write this the schools have 
either broken up or about to, and a lot of people are looking forward to a break over 
the summer (if we ever get a ‘summer’!) And that is how it seems to be, we work then 
rest. But the illustration from Genesis above shows us a different way

The natural rhythm is that we rest then work, then go back to resting again. Resting 
or as some people refer to it ‘waiting on God’ is not about sitting there twiddling our 
thumbs waiting for something to leap up and hit us. It is about not doing anything too 
active, instead spending time talking and listening to God.

 It is sometimes helpful and useful to have a period of time away, with either no or 
limited mobile phone, email contact etc. Of course for some of us taking a few days 
or longer away is not possible but we can usually find a few hours to turn off phones, 
and go somewhere different whether somewhere relatively quiet ( Holy Island is a 
favourite of mine) or somewhere with more going on, depending on our personalities.

 Some of us find conferences like that at Cliff College or the Keswick Convention 
useful with their teaching, prayer ministry and time away. It is also, at times, helpful to 
have someone to guide us and provide insights into what God is saying. It is often in 
these times that God feels close to us and by taking time we can actually hear what 
he wants to say, whether to comfort or challenge us. That is why I spent a week, with 
other Ordinands, in Malvern prior to my Ordination. 
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Index of Advertisers
Please support our advertisers 

whenever possible. To advertise 
in future issues, please contact

Graham McGuire on 01937 844838.

Ideas and contributions for future issues of the Methodist Post
always welcome. For the September issue, please send copy to:

jovernon1@gmail.com by 10th August. Thank you.

Cover Picture
St Marylebone Parish Church in London was the beautiful 
venue for Steve’s Ordination Service (see centre page spread 
for further photographs and write-up). Ed

Gents Hair
210 High Street
Tel: 01937 843012

We also have a ladies salon

Old and new customers
very welcome. Give us a try –

you won’t be disappointed

4 Green Lea Close
Boston Spa

Tel: 01937 843830
Mobile: 07802 762958
REGISTERED GAS SAFE

Franks & Son
Plumbers, Heating Engineers
Gas & Oil Installation
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But it doesn’t stop there. As much as some of us would like to remain resting, God 
calls us to do something; so we move from resting into work, into doing what God 
calls us to do. Then we see lives changed, including our own, as we show and tell 
others about God’s love.

After a time, we can get tired, or God tells us to stop, either doing things completely 
or to pass it onto someone else, so we move back to resting and listening to God for 
the next step. This is the rhythm of life that God calls us to. It is a rhythm that Jesus 
followed taking time to spend alone with God, his Father, before ministering to others; 
or spending time with close friends, for example Mary and Martha and the disciples, 
before another period of activity; then taking time out again

Obviously in a church some people will be ‘resting’ and others ‘working’ at any 
given time. If we were all doing the same then either nothing would be done, or it 
would have the potential for total chaos; but there are times when a lot seems to be 
happening in a church and other times when the whole church seems to be pausing 
to gather its breath, before moving forwards. So we have not only an individual rhythm 
but also a collective rhythm as a church. Our challenge is to recognise and tune into 
these rhythms so we are in harmony with God and his plans for us.

Whatever your plans over the summer I would encourage you to take some time 
just resting and listening to God so that we can move forwards as individuals and as 
a church; not for our own personal satisfaction or glory, but for the glory of God.

With every blessing.

Rev Steve

August Diary Dates
10.30am Sunday services will be held in the Lantern Room in the Village Hall 

Sunday 7th 10.30am Revd Gordon Shaw
 6.00pm United Service at Wetherby
  Revd Steve Jakeman – Holy Communion
Sunday 14th 10.30am Revd Steve Jakeman – Holy Communion
  with Mrs Sue Jakeman as Worship Leader
Sunday 21st 10.30am Mr Dennis Ashton
  with Mrs Molly Fowler as Worship Leader
 6.00pm United Service at Wetherby
  Revd Steve Jakeman – Reflections
Sunday 28th 10.30am Revd Steve Jakeman
Wednesday 31st 3.30pm Messy Church – Jubilee Room, Village Hall

Other Regular Groups
Monday 5.00pm Senior Table Tennis – Jubilee Room, Village Hall
Tuesday Evening Brownies – St Mary's
Thursday Morning Pilates – Lantern Room, Village Hall
Saturday 10am-Noon ‘Drop In’ for Tea or Coffee – Village Hall Café Thank you

Sue and I would like to thank all of you, from Boston Spa and Clifford 
churches, for the love, encouragement and support you have given to us 
over the last two years. I also thank you for the wonderful cards and gifts 
that you have given me to mark my ordination 
– the gifts from the church families are both 
beautiful and practical; as I wear the stole and 
pray with the labyrinth, they will remind me of 
my ordination and the love in which I am held. 
We both look forward to a bright future serving 
our church communities.
God bless
Steve

Do Justice, Love Kindness, Walk Humbly *

The President and Vice President of 
the Methodist Conference for 2016/ 
2017 are The Revd Dr Roger Walton 
and Rachel Lampard. Their theme, 
for the year, is ‘Holiness and Justice’.

Roger Walton will be preaching 
at Boston Spa church’s 170th 
Anniversary Service on April 30th, 
2017.
* Micah 6:8 NRSV
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Boston Spa Church Rotas
~ August ~

   Door Stewards  Flowers   Church Stewards

 7th Gordon Hurren Norman Thomas Barbara Hudson
  Shirley Hurren   Bob Hutchinson

 14th Joy & Les Ackroyd Shirley Hurren Pauline O'Melia
      Heather Grant

 21st Molly Fowler Barbara Hudson Jean Walne
      Joan Dyer

 28th Jean Walne Audrey Bullock Bob Hutchinson
  Sheila Anderson   Barbara Hudson 

  Saturday Coffee

 6th Heather Grant
 13th Brian Marsden
  Jackie Marsden
 20th Mike & Jean Walne
 27th Angela Coleman
  Barbara Hudson

        Sunday Coffee

 7th Roger & Christine Tunniclife

 14th Ken & Judith Grimditch

 21st Mike & Jean Henzell

 28th John & Barbara Hudson
  Jackie Marsden

August – Sunday Worship at 10.30am
7th Mr Gareth Burn
14th Revd Dr Colin Cheeseman
21st Revd Steve Jakeman – Holy Communion
28th Revd Steve Barlow

CLIFFORD

METHODIST CHURCH

The church is a bit tucked away at the end of Nursery Way,
or from the High Street, where a blue noticeboard points the way

Happy Birthday
Katy Biercamp

Joyce Forth
Stuart Haigh
Julie Ainsty
Mary Ford

Schoolroom cleaning – Carol Smith

  Door Stewards       Flowers      Vestry

 7th Alison Smith & Catherine Catton Alison Smith Carol Smith

 14th Sheila & Katy Biercamp Joyce Forth Michael Whaley

 21st Mavis Rodgers & Julie Batchelor  Carol Smith Alison Smith

 28th  Carol Smith & Margaret Suggate Margaret Suggate David Barrow

Birthday Greetings
Children

9th – Hannah Kilvington
28th – Emma Williams

Quote
for the Month

Faith is seeing light with
your heart when all your
eyes see is darkness.“ ”

Thank you
Carol and Keith Smith would like to thank everyone who attended the recent 

Strawberry Tea at their home, and also those who helped out in any way.
A total of £247.50 was raised for Chapel funds.

Did anyone else spot this 'Exit' sign?
It is in Saint Marylebone Parish Church in 
London, the venue for Steve's ordination 
service. Iain was so impressed with it that 
he took this photo, so I thought I would 
share it with you.

Ed
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The Queen's Birthday Celebrations at Clifford



Thank you to everyone who came to the Strawberry tea at Jackie and Arthur’s. it 
was a delight to enjoy fellowship along with delicious cakes, scones and strawberries 
in their beautiful garden. Thank you, Jackie and Arthur for all your work.

As I write this update I am delighted to tell you that we have just received a 
cheque for an additional £2,500 from one of the Trusts which had already given us 
£5,000 and have decided that because “the final cost of our project has proved to 
be somewhat higher than the original estimates the Trust has agreed to increase their 
grant offer as a contribution towards the building costs.” The Trustees “hope that this 
will be of some encouragement to the church membership as a whole as we seek 
to raise the amount still outstanding.” It certainly is a great encouragement to us all. 
However, as always, there is still a need to continue our fundraising events to meet 
the ongoing costs involved in running our Church as well as renovating the cottage. 

The list of events planned so far is printed below.
31 July 2016 – Yorkshire Sausage Day  1pm – 3pm
at “Lowstones“ Clifford Road, Boston Spa
25 February 2017 – Evening Concert – Knottingley Concert Brass Band  
7pm  Church (more information from Judith England)

If you would like to organise a fundraising event – or would like help from the 
fundraising team to carry out your idea – do get in touch.

As always we ask you continue to support our building project  with your prayers. 
Your ongoing support and prayers are invaluable. 

Gracious God, you call us on a journey to grow in grace and holiness,
As we travel on the journey, give us an assurance of your loving presence,
That, filled with your Spirit, we may work with you, and our fellow pilgrims, 
in the transformation of our churches and communities,
So that they become signs of your kingdom of justice and joy.  Amen

Jackie Marsden

Building Project Update 
As so another month passes and we move forward in the Building Project – another 
month nearer to completion. From the outside it may appear that work is progressing 
slowly, but inside the chapel, the contractors – painters, heating engineers and 
electricians – are busy at work. The ceiling has already been painted and the colours 
for the internal walls of the chapel and the 2 downstairs rooms have been chosen. 
Hopefully, we may even be able to look inside the church when the contractors 
are satisfied that it is safe for us to do so. Or maybe, you would prefer to wait until 
everything is completely finished!

Thanks to everyone who took part in the consultation process – carpets, chairs 
and fabrics have now been chosen – and they will certainly provide a vibrant and 
welcoming feel to our church. We have just received confirmation that the chairs 
which we chose have been approved by the Connexional Conservation Officer at 
Manchester and so we have now placed an order for those chairs.
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Amanda Buch M.C.S.P., BSc(Hons)
CHARTERED MUSCULOSKELETAL PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Registered with the Health Professions Council

Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic
Now at TrainFX Health Club, Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby LS23 7BJ

Tel: 07968 051012   Email: amandabuchphysio@me.com 

Evening and weekend appointments available
Registered with BUPA, PPP and all major insurance companies

The strawberry tea hosted
by Jackie and Arthur

raised over £210
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The Ordination
With joyful hearts a group from Boston Spa and Clifford set off to St. Marylebone Parish Church on 3rd July to take 
part in the ordination of eleven ordinands, including our minister Steve, and Jo Brown, once a local preacher in 
this circuit. The mini-coach journey was fast, comfortable and uneventful. Some of us enjoyed a picnic lunch 
in glorious sunshine in Regents Park.

We met other friends and members of Steve’s family who had made their own way there. The packed 
church was an appropriate setting for the service as it had links with the Wesleys.

It was inspirational to see what a world-wide church we are – there were friends there 
from every continent, as evidenced by the kaleidoscope of colour from the different 
cultures. The service was itself multi-cultural; notably the epistle (from Romans 
12) was read in Mandarin by the World Church Representative Revd. Xu 

Xiaohong of the China Christian Council.
The sermon – both reassuring and challenging to ordinands and 

congregation alike – was given by Revd. Professor David Wilkinson, 
familiar to many of us from Radio 4’s “Thought for the day”. 

After the solemn and particularly moving laying-on of hands, the 
congregation shouted its responses.

This was no service for the half-hearted. Joy and enthusiasm went 
hand-in-hand with deep spiritual commitment by both ordinands 
and congregation. It culminated in the Holy Communion, a fitting 
climax to a profoundly memorable and happy occasion. It was 
as meaningful to the congregation as it was to the ordinands, 
an unforgettable event for us all.

After refreshments at the University of Westminster we 
said our farewells and travelled home again, enriched 
and blessed by the experience.

Carmen Newsome-Ashton
Photos above: presentations 
of ordination gifts 
from both 
Boston Spa 
and 
Clifford

Photos courtesy 
Arthur, Iain, Steve
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York Cycle of Mystery Plays – 2016
On Monday, 6th June 15 of us went to York Minster to see the latest ‘version’ of the 
Mystery Plays.  Earlier productions were in the Museum Gardens, the first production 
in the Minster was 10 years ago; other Cycles were found originally in Wakefield, 
Chester and Coventry and probably many other places!

The plays encompass 
the whole of Biblical history 
– past, present and still to 
come; all presented with 
high drama, pathos and 
humour.  From the creation 
of the world, heaven and 
hell, where God sent Satan 
and the rebellious angels 
when they were cast out 
from heaven. There were 
biblical events Noah and the flood, the story of Abraham and Isaac, Jesus’s birth, life, 
crucifixion and resurrection.

The Mystery or Miracle plays originated in the 1300s and were performed by the 
Gilds, associations of workers such as Barkers, Plasterers, Cardmakers, Fullers and 
Coopers.  Doubtless there was intense rivalry between the groups of ‘actors’ as they 
brought their own skills, insights and even humour into their productions.

I certainly enjoyed the humour, the very clever making of the ark which  owed a 
lot to the techniques of ‘flat pack’ construction; the introduction of lots of animals, 
not to mention Noah’s struggle to persuade his own family and the actors young and 
older. Only one actor was professional that was Jesus. I could never do justice to the 
creative imagination of the producers, the stage managers and the actors, young and 
older.  Don’t miss the next  cycle! 

                   Gerald P.

Queripel and Kettlewell
Chartered Accountants, Chartered Tax Advisers
and Registered Auditors

Preparation of Accounts
Tax Returns v Tax Advice v Tax Planning

Phone Paul Queripel on 01937 541770
The Barn, Hall Mews, Boston Spa, LS23 6AA
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Andrew Morgan
OPTICIANS

170 High Street
Boston Spa, LS23 6BW
Tel: 01937 849933

A. J. Morgan, B.Sc., M.C.Optom.

Fine and exclusive gifts for all occasions.
Free gift wrapping service

Open Monday–Saturday, 9am-5pm

Gifted

182A High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BT   Tel: 01937 541600
www.giftedbostonspa.co.uk   info@giftedbostonspa.co.uk
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SKELF FRAMES LTD
Picture framers with over 18 years’ experience

Unit 15a, Station Estate
Tadcaster LS24 9SG
Tel: 01937 530623
www.skelfframes.co.uk

Also find us at Wetherby market every Thursday
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YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MERCHANT

KIRBY BUILDERS
MERCHANTS

Specialist supplier of natural landscaping materials 
including natural stone paving, decorative aggregates, 

hardwood sleepers and timber decking

Inglebank, High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 843493

www.kirbybuildersmerchants.co.uk

Colour
 

broch
ure 

availa
ble

v Reclaimed Building Stone

v Logs and Kindling

v Bricks, Blocks, Sand and Cement

v Driveway Block Paving

v Timber, Plywood and Fencing

v Insulation, Plasterboard and Plaster

v Clothing, Tools, Fixings and Fasteners

Who's in charge here?
The recent referendum resulted in a small but telling majority in favour of Britain 
leaving the European Union. Governments, businesses and financial institutions not 
only in the UK but around the world have now to come to terms with whatever this 
entails. At home the political parties are facing major leadership crises. There have 
been instances of racial abuse by “Leave” supporters, even against children. We 
have still to see more clearly what will happen next on all these fronts.

One prominent issue in the campaigns leading up to the referendum was that a 
“Leave” vote would enable the UK “to regain our sovereignty”, seen as the complete 
freedom to manage our own affairs through our own Parliament. In this context 
“sovereignty” relates to what was perceived as control by Europe over what we can 
and cannot do. But even after we leave the EU we will still be subject to a great many 
other treaties and international organisations which constrain us. “Sovereignty” in our 
secular world is relative.

For us the sovereignty of God is absolute, or should be. As Christians we have of 
course dual citizenship – both of the United Kingdom and of the Kingdom of God; 
and sometimes the two are hard to reconcile. Jesus told us to give to secular authority 
what is due to it and to God what is due to God. That means that we should be 
praying that God will give our leaders, and the EU leaders, the wisdom they will need 
to take us through the present situation to whatever lies ahead. 

But it also means that there is only one true “sovereignty” for each one of us. In a 
secular world with so many distractions it’s tempting to think that we are in control of 
our own lives. But for those who want to follow Jesus that can never be the case. How 
does our Covenant Prayer begin? “I am no longer my own but yours. Your will, not 
mine, be done in all things”. That’s another prayer we should be praying as we think 
about regaining sovereignty. 

Dennis  

Mulberry Cottage, New Mill Lane, Clifford, LS23 6HN   Tel: 01937 843935

PETER NORMAN
Plumbing & Heating Limited

ESTABLISHED 1993

The Plumbers’ 
qualification Qualified
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Bespoke flowers for 
weddings, parties & 
functions, birthdays 
& annive r sa r ie s , 
business contracts, 
funerals & sympathy, 
Or.... ‘just because’.

Pick up the perfect 
present for yourself 
or others from our 
range of gifts & 
interior furniture, to
home and garden 
a c c e s s o r i e s .

kate
mell

www.katemell.co.uk

01937 841415
Facebook.com/KateMel l

Twitter.com/KateMellFlowers

160  H IGH STREET
BOSTON SPA | LS23 6BW
info@katemell.co.uk

Sandersons
... the first choice
v Residential removals
v Container storage
v Shipping
v Office removals
v Document storage
v Self store

WITH OVER

50 YEARS’

EXPERIENCE

Tockwith 01423 358934
www.sandersonsremovals.com

British Association
of Removers

If you are moving, 
look for the badge

The Church is especially grateful for the support 
and thank all who contributed to these wonderful 
displays, to June Jones, Frances Mullaly, Judith 

Grimditch, Christine Tunnicliffe, Joy Ackroyd, 
Margaret Lane, Barbara Parrott, Kathleen McGuire, 
Carol Gray, Mavis Hall, Irene Wainwright and to all 
who assisted in the preparation and catering on 

the three days.

Just a few of the stunning flower 
displays at the Boston Spa 

Festival last month

Arthur Faulkner
Photos: Steve Jakeman
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A bible, a tandem and a rusty nail
~ Recollections of a Local Preacher 8 ~

Married Life – An interesting start
I married at our home church of Beckminster, Wolverhampton. Our wedding, 
conducted on Whit’ Saturday 1960, caused some consternation as the ceremony 
was at the unearthly hour of 10am. The reason for this choice was that we were 
honeymooning on the Isle of Man and had to catch the last boat from Liverpool.

Following our week on the Isle, Jackie and I returned to our new ‘semi’ in the village 
of Coven in Staffordshire, she to school and I to Bold Power Station in Lancashire 
where my company had sent me for training; what a way to start married life!  Like 
many 1960s homes, our house had thin walls and our first night in our new residence 
was accompanied by the sound of music emanating from a piano in an adjacent room. 
Not only could we hear our neighbours moving around, but it was with both surprise 
and delight that we recognised the strains of hymns from the Methodist Hymn Book 
being played with great gusto. Tony and Edna along with her mother, Lilly Meadley, 
hailed from Beverley where Lilly’s brother-in-law, Rev Tom Meadley, was the minister 
at Toll Gavel Methodist Church. They were all to become close friends although at that 
time we had no idea that our future would lie there one day. 

Our village had a tiny Methodist church in the same circuit as our home church 
and so it was to this little gem that we repaired. As there was no chance of doing 
much preaching in our own circuit due to the large number of ministers and Local 
Preachers, I made myself available for less fortunate circuits in the coal mining area 
of Cannock. My first visit was to Chasetown Methodist Church and all went well; there 
were lots of children and as I enjoyed talking to youngsters it gave me the opportunity 
to share with them some of the joys of the scriptures. The only drawback to having 
many children present was that the only toilet in the building was within a wooden 
anti room that had been built at the back of the sanctuary so, my preaching was 
regularly interrupted by the sound of an old cistern flushing each time that the chain 
was pulled!

I was invited back to preach for the harvest festival which was traditionally held in 
late October on the day when we changed back to GMT. This was fine except that I 
arrived an hour early and had to hang around on my motorbike until someone arrived 
with the key. “My; you’re early!” was his comment. I imagine that I just smiled; there 
are some thoughts best left unsaid!

My final visit to the chapel to Chasetown was by way of apology for having forgotten 
to turn up at a service for which I was planned. I believe that this was the first and 
last time when I have forgotten to take a service, certainly in the Midlands as shortly 
afterwards we escaped to Yorkshire, now with our daughter Alison, for a long and 
happy life in what we had solemnly been warned would be “very different ‘Up North’”. 
We soon learned that contrary to the general opinion, Yorkshire was a little way south 
of the Arctic Circle but little did either Jackie or I realise just what a difference this was 
to be. The opportunities for service were so much greater and I thank God for having 
guided us to Boston Spa where we received such a heart warming welcome.

Arthur Faulkner

THE CENTRAL GARAGE
for service you can rely on

A family business established 1926

u  Tyres, exhausts, batteries and brakes
u  Servicing and repairs – all makes
u  Courtesy cars available
u  MOT testing

153 High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BH
Tel: 01937 842283  Fax: 01937 849001

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT SERVICE CENTRE

a

Independent Family Funeral Directors in
Boston Spa, Tadcaster and surrounding areas

ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS

Private chapel of rest
Golden Charter prepaid funeral plans

24 HOUR SERVICE

Tel: 01937 842574
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179b High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 845779

Vanessa Jude Supershop
Newsagents and deliveries

Confectionery p Greetings cards p Stationery

Mobile phone top-ups

Dry cleaning service

Are you looking for 
accommodation for 
over 60s?

Orchard House, Church Mews, Boston Spa
is a lovely development specifically

designed for retired persons

Each apartment has its own kitchen, bathroom and living room,
as well as the use of the communal lounge and laundry facilities.

The scheme boasts a lively social calendar, including
fish and chip suppers, coffee mornings and bingo evenings.

Please contact our Leeds office on

01925 592600
Your Housing Group is a Housing Association and is not for profit.

There are no sign-up fees and tenancies are offered on an assured basis.

DOUGLAS YEADON
HARDWARE of BOSTON SPA

for all your DIY and household needs

169 High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 842338

www.douglasyeadonhardware.co.uk

Bobbins
Ladies & Gents

Specialist Alteration Service

166 High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 844722



“Passionate travel people for people passionate about travel...”

We have been in business now for over 30 years providing custom bespoke holidays 
and, while we embrace the latest technology, we believe just four simple words are 
the key to our continued success.
Knowledge: Every member of staff is highly-trained and incredibly well-travelled: 
we believe that our clients deserve as much first-hand knowledge as possible and we 
are pleased to be able to give them just that.
Experience: Our staff members are passionate about travel and regularly attend 
training events, conferences and educational overseas visits to increase our 
knowledge. Between us, we have more than 100 years’ experience in the industry.
Service: We feel that clients who put their trust in us deserve the highest levels of 
personal service and, quite simply, that is what we give them. Anyone can use the 
internet to make a simple booking, but we aim to give much more and call on our own 
extensive knowledge, personal contacts, specialist operators and experience to get 
the right holiday for each individual client.
Inspiration: Don’t know where to go? Not a problem: we love a challenge and, 
after consultation to establish your requirements, we will come up with a selection of 
suggestions to inspire you.

Paul J Dayson
Partner

85 High Street, Boston Spa   01937 845678   www.spa-travel.com

Spa Travel
No Ordinary Travel Agent


