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Minister’s Letter

Dear Friends,
Those observant ones amongst you may have noticed that, in 
September’s Letter, I talked about both the Olympics and the 
Paralympics taking place in August. You are right, they didn't, 
the Paralympics didn’t start until mid September! All I can say, 
by way of mitigation, was that I was when writing in July, prior 
to going on holiday, and I was positive that they followed on 
from one another. So apologies for any confusion caused, and 
I hope, like me, you were able to partake in the joys and sorrows of the Paralympics 
with our incredible athletes.

One thing I am positive about though is that, in the summer, Sue and I were 
fortunate in being able to spend two weeks in Italy. During that time we visited several 
churches; some fairly modern, and some, like the Pantheon, dating back to pre-
Christian times. In some of these buildings it was easy to feel that God dwelt there 
and that there was something tangible in the air.

The question as to where God dwells is one that has interested religious minded 
people since the dawn of time. The belief that God dwells in particular places, and 
especially certain buildings, like temples or churches, has been important to many.  

But most sophisticated religions go further and say that God not only dwells in 
certain places He is also to be found inside us.  Most religions also hold that God not 
only dwells in the individual, but in the group. The spiritual concept of community is 
a vitally important religious idea found in many of the great faiths of the world, and 
most of them say, one way or another, that God is to be found within the community 
of the faithful.

Christianity certainly says this and St. Paul speaks of the community of Christians, 
the Church, as the focal point of God’s presence. In the letters to the Corinthians he 
is responding to various problems that have arisen in the Church.  In 1 Corinthians 
Chapter 3 he focuses on the problem of partisanship.  Failing to see the bigger picture, 
the Corinthians had formed cliques and allegiances to various ministers (1 Cor. 
3:3-4). To counteract their divisiveness, Paul argued that God called the community 
together and helped it grow. Seeing the local church as a missionary field, Paul saw 
himself, Apollos, and others as farm workers who seeded and harvested the field 
(1 Cor. 3:5-9a).

As well as using agricultural imagery, Paul also used masonry images for the 
Church (9c). The community was a building with Christ as the foundation (11) and 
with Paul, Apollos, and others as brick masons laying different levels (10).  The quality 
of the work may differ; God would reveal their work in time and would reward the 
workers accordingly (1 Cor. 3:12-15). Paul finished the discussion with a rhetorical 
question to bring the divided Corinthians back to the point. As the Temple of the Spirit 
they belonged toGod, not to their own little turf wars (16).  Anyone, whether ordained 
or lay, who led them away from that fact would suffer God’s wrath (17).
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Index of Advertisers
Please support our advertisers 

whenever possible.
To advertise in future issues,

please contact Graham McGuire
on 01937 844838.

Ideas and contributions for future issues of the Methodist Post
always welcome. For the November issue, please send copy to:

jovernon1@gmail.com by 10th October. Thank you.

Cover Picture: “Harvest”
Combining the Wheat in the Goole area near to Blacktoft 
Sands where the RSPB has an extensive reed bed reserve at 
the confluence of the Ouse and the Trent. Although it is on the 
south side of the river Ouse, whereas Blacktoft village is on the 
north bank, it is just within East Yorkshire.

Arthur Faulkner

Father I place into your hands
the things I cannot do,
Father, I place into your hands
the times that I've been through.
Father I place into your hands
the way that I should go,
for I know I always can trust you.

Father I want to be with you
and do the things you do.
Father I want to speak the words
that you are speaking too.
Father, I want to love the ones
that you will draw to you,
for I know that I am one with you.

Jenny Hewer (b.1945)
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In the Christian Church we believe that God may be encountered in our buildings. 
It is for that reason that we sometimes refer to a church building as the House of God.  
But we also believe that God is with us and in us as individuals. He is also to be found 
in other people. Christians also strongly believe that He is present  in the Church 
as a community in a very special way.  If we become obsessed with our own petty 
concerns, that special presence can be lost. All of us have a place and a role, and we 
all need to consider where each of us fit into God’s home, his Temple.

What place or role do you feel called to?
With every blessing

Rev Steve

Wedding bells
As summers go, this one has been full of 
opportunities to celebrate: with the Queen’s 
90th Birthday Celebrations, Wimbledon and the 
Olympics we have had lots to enjoy.

For the Boston Spa Church family, the August 
Bank Holiday weekend saw a different kind of 
celebration as, along with Joan Dyer and Gerald 
Payling, we had the pleasure of celebrating their 
granddaughter Claire’s marriage to James Rank.

The wedding took place in Wetherby 
Church, as unfortunately Boston Spa Church 
was still a building site, but that did not dampen 
the celebrations for Claire and James’s family 
and friends as they came together for this very 
special occasion. Sue Jakeman

Amanda Buch M.C.S.P., BSc(Hons)
CHARTERED MUSCULOSKELETAL PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Registered with the Health Professions Council

Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic
Now at TrainFX Health Club, Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby LS23 7BJ

Tel: 07968 051012   Email: amandabuchphysio@me.com 

Evening and weekend appointments available
Registered with BUPA, PPP and all major insurance companies

Gents Hair
210 High Street
Tel: 01937 843012

We also have a ladies salon

Old and new customers
very welcome. Give us a try –

you won’t be disappointed

4 Green Lea Close
Boston Spa

Tel: 01937 843830
Mobile: 07802 762958
REGISTERED GAS SAFE

Franks & Son
Plumbers, Heating Engineers
Gas & Oil Installation

Mulberry Cottage, New Mill Lane, Clifford, LS23 6HN   Tel: 01937 843935

PETER NORMAN
Plumbing & Heating Limited

ESTABLISHED 1993

The Plumbers’ 
qualification Qualified

MA

Andrew Morgan
OPTICIANS

170 High Street
Boston Spa, LS23 6BW
Tel: 01937 849933

A. J. Morgan, B.Sc., M.C.Optom.
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   Door Stewards  Flowers   Church Stewards

 2nd Joan Dyer  Pauline O'Melia Bob Hutchinson
  Pauline O'Melia   Heather Grant
 9th Anne & David Hovell Eva Mills  Pauline O'Melia
      Sheila Humphreys
 16th Angela Coleman Betty Aspinall Jean Walne
    Heather Grant
 23rd Heather & Clair Grant Sheila Anderson Joan Dyer
      Bob Hutchinson
 30th Mike & Jean Henzell Ina Smart  Barbara Hudson 
      Pauline O'Melia

        Sunday Coffee

 2nd Jean Walne, Sheila Anderson
  Jackie Marsden
 9th Bob & Wendy Wade
 16th Ursula Turner, Eva Mills
 23rd David & Barbara Parrott
 30th Roger & Christine Tunnicliffe

  Saturday Coffee

 1st Heather Grant
 8th Brian & Jackie Marsden
 15th Mike & Jean Walne
 22nd Angela Coleman
  Barbara Hudson
 29th Heather Grant

   Busy Bees

 5th Christine Mitchell
 12th Jean Walne
 19th Carmen Ashton
 26th HALF TERM

October Diary Dates
10.30am Sunday services will be held in the Lantern Room in the Village Hall 

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Revd Steve Barlow
 6.00pm United Service at Wetherby
  Revd Steve Jakeman – Holy Communion

Sunday 9th 10.30am Revd Steve Jakeman – Holy Communion
Tuesday 11th 2.00pm Women’s Friendship Group – Annual General Meeting
  – Clifford Methodist Church
Wednesday 12th 7.30pm Men’s Group (see p.7)
 7.30pm Ecumenical Evening, Copmanthorpe (see p.11)

Sunday 16th 10.30am Revd Steve Jakeman 
  with Barbara Hudson as Worship Leader
 6.00pm United Service at Wetherby
  Revd Steve Jakeman – Reflections service
Tuesday 18th 10.30-1.15 Evergreens Luncheon Club – St Mary’s
Saturday 22nd 10am-3pm A Day of Bible Teaching – Knaresborough (see p.13)

Sunday 23rd 10.30am Revd Mark Stennett 
Tuesday 25th 2.00pm Methodist Women in Britain – Dedication of Sunshine
  Money – Clifford Methodist Church
Wednesday 26th 3.30pm Messy Church – Main Hall, Village Hall

Sunday 30th 10.30am Revd Steve Jakeman
  with Heather Grant as Worship Leader

Other Regular Groups
Monday 5.00pm Senior Table Tennis – Jubilee Room, Village Hall
Tuesday Evening Brownies – St Mary’s
Wednesday 9.15-11.15 Busy Bees (Mums & Toddlers)
  – Clifford Methodist Church Hall
 Afternoon  Upholstery Class – Lantern Room, Village Hall
Thursday Morning Pilates – Lantern Room, Village Hall
 Afternoon  Upholstery Class – Lantern Room, Village Hall
Saturday 10am-Noon ‘Drop In’ for Tea or Coffee – Village Hall Café 

Birthday 
Greetings

Women's Friendship Group
4th: Peggy Snell

22nd: Mary Ibbotson
25th: Audrey Bullock

Boston Spa Church Rotas – October

Men’s Group

Men’s Group: meet at 7.30pm on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
from October to June.
The first meeting of the season is on 
Wednesday 12th October and will 
be an ‘Open’ meeting to take place 
in the Jubilee Room of the Village 
Hall. The speaker will be Mel Cook 
giving an illustrated talk on Northern 
California. All are welcome to join us 
on the evening which commences at 
7.30pm.
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Happy Birthday
Jonathan Barrow (Happy 21st!!), Renee Salou, 

Jason Turner, Tasha Ainstey.

October – Sunday Worship at 10.30am
2nd Revd Steve Jakeman
9th Mr David Mountain 
16th Revd Ken Marshall – Holy Communion
23rd Revd Steve Jakeman
30th Mrs Heather Shipman

CLIFFORD

METHODIST CHURCH

The church is a bit tucked away at the end of Nursery Way,
or from the High Street, where a blue noticeboard points the way

Schoolroom cleaning – Jackie Turner

             Door Stewards        Flowers       Vestry

 2nd Sheila & Katy Biercamp Joyce Forth Michael Whaley
 9th Catherine Catton Carol Smith David Barrow
 16th Ros McCall/Mavis Rodgers Margaret Suggate Jason Turner
 23rd Carol Smith/Margaret Suggate Mavis Rodgers David Mountain
 30th Hazel Greenwood/Julie Batchelor Catherine Catton Carol Smith

Harvest Supper

Clifford Church held their Harvest Supper on the evening of 12th September. Church 
family and friends brought along a bring ’n’ share supper which was relished by all – 
in typical Methodist fashion there was an abundance to delight our taste-buds! After 
the meal we were entertained by Clifford Drama Group with a short play about dogs 
living in a dog’s home – a moral tale (or is that tail?) that provoked both laughter and 
tears. Following the entertainment the fresh produce, given at the Harvest Festival 
Service the day before, was auctioned off. An enjoyable evening was had by all 
present and, in the process, we raised £167.60 for ‘Wateraid’, the Circuit’s adopted 
charity.

Wedding 
bells 2

In a quiet ceremony on 
the morning of Saturday 
10th September, Julie 
Batchelor and Peter 
Norman were married 
in Clifford Methodist 
Chapel. We wish them 
both well for their future 
together.

Thought
for the 
Month

“To be a Christian 
without prayer is no 
more possible than 
to be alive without 

breathing.”

Martin Luther

Proof from the Bible that men should do the washing-up:
“and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish,

wiping it, and turning it upside down.”
2 Kings 21: 13b (King James Version)
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Churches Together in Boston Spa and District
Churches Together in Boston Spa and District comprises all 
our local churches: St. Mary’s Anglican, St. Edward’s Roman 
Catholic and the Methodist Churches in Boston Spa and 
Clifford; All Saints Bramham, All Saints Thorp Arch and St. 
Peter’s Walton.  The King’s Church Boston Spa is not a ‘full 
member’ of the Group but does support many of our activities.

We organise a number of events throughout the year. In January we mark the Week 
of payer for Christian Unity with one main service and three midweek short services at 
mid-day when we enjoy bowls of soup together. On Good Friday we meet for a walk of 
witness from The Methodist Church to St. Mary’s.  In the past we have had a shared 
Service at Pentecost.  In early September we have an open air Service on Thorp Arch 
Green (see below). The United Advent Service is held on Advent Sunday.

A recent addition to our activities has been the Emmaus Walking, when we meet and 
set off in twos (each one from a different Church) in the early evening and undertake 
a series of visits in our village streets.  Always a surprising and encouraging activity.

We do organise social events to support good causes – local and international.  
Our funding is raised through the offerings at the united Services.  Numbers attending 
may not be huge but I am always encouraged from those attending, especially from 
our Methodist friends. If you would like to know more, please contact your Minister/
Priest or your Church Lay Representatives (Methodist – Gerald Payling and Barbara 
Hudson).

Gerald Payling

We were blessed with glorious weather for our open air service on 11th September 
(we were reminded that this was the anniversary of “9/11”). Held in the delightful 
surroundings of Thorp Arch Green, the service was entitled “In Thanksgiving for the 
Father’s Mercy”. Our Revd Steve was the preacher and the service was led by Fr 
Michael Ingwell of Clifford RC Church.
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Bobbins
Ladies & Gents

Specialist Alteration Service

166 High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 844722

179b High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 845779

Vanessa Jude Supershop
Newsagents and deliveries

Confectionery p Greetings cards p Stationery

Mobile phone top-ups

Dry cleaning service

DOUGLAS YEADON
HARDWARE of BOSTON SPA

for all your DIY and household needs

169 High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 842338

www.douglasyeadonhardware.co.uk
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St Peter’s Church, Thorner – Flower Festival
Friday 30th September – Sunday 2nd October

Come along and view the many beautiful floral displays (on the theme of Harvest) 
and artwork from Thorner School. Preview Evening – Friday 30 September, 7.30 
to 9.00pm. Grand Prize Draw 8pm. £5.00 (pay at door*) to include glass of wine 
and nibbles
Saturday 1 October, 10.00am to 4.00pm
Sunday 2 October 11.00am to 4.00pm
Entrance free Craft/produce stalls and refreshments

Other Events Round & About

A Day of Bible Teaching with The Revd Dr Calvin Samuel
(Director of the Wesley Study Centre, Durham)

Gracious Street Methodist Church, Knaresborough in association with Methodist 
Evangelicals Together. Saturday 22nd October, 10am-3.30pm
“Scriptural Holiness: Navigating the Old Testament”
Further information from Revd Brian Hoare – brianhoare@sky.com, 01423 860750.
If you are interested in joining a group from Boston Spa for this event, please 
speak to Revd Steve or one of the Stewards.

Boston Spa Bowling Club Games Night
Friday 11th November, 7pm in the main hall at Boston Spa Village Hall
Beetle Drive v Bingo v Race Game v Music Quiz v Dominoes
Tickets £6 per person including refreshments
Further information from Phil Harrison – 919029 or Leo Wunzar – 842580

Songs from a bygone era – Saturday 8th October 7-30pm
An Evening with Mike Starkings, Singer and Song Writer, Singing well known and 
popular songs of a bygone era. Guest Artist Alistair Pollard. Tickets £7, available 
from 01423-884052 or 889560. Light Refreshments.
Woodlands Methodist Church Wetherby Road Harrogate HG2 7SG

Time Out on the North York Moors
Needing some time out or a quiet space?

Rivendell is a small Christian holiday & retreat place on the edge of the North York 
Moors, just outside Pickering. Range of accommodation, prices start from £22pppn. 

Reduced rates for full time Christian workers.
See our web site for full details. www.rivendellbreaks.iowners.net

Ange Whiles  01751 475047
The Cottage, Rivendell, New Bridge, Pickering, North Yorkshire, YO18 8JL
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Queripel and Kettlewell
Chartered Accountants, Chartered Tax Advisers
and Registered Auditors

Preparation of Accounts
Tax Returns v Tax Advice v Tax Planning

Phone Paul Queripel on 01937 541770
The Barn, Hall Mews, Boston Spa, LS23 6AA
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Fine and exclusive gifts for all occasions.
Free gift wrapping service

Open Monday–Saturday, 9am-5pm

Gifted

182A High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BT   Tel: 01937 541600
www.giftedbostonspa.co.uk   info@giftedbostonspa.co.uk

SKELF FRAMES LTD
Picture framers with over 18 years’ experience

Unit 15a, Station Estate
Tadcaster LS24 9SG
Tel: 01937 530623
www.skelfframes.co.uk

Also find us at Wetherby market every Thursday
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A bicycle made for two?.......
After the excitement and successes of the Rio Olympic Games the Paralympics are 
now under way in Rio. Today is the third day. We can only admire and respect the 
achievements of the parathletes who have overcome all kinds of impairments to 
compete with others on equal terms on the world stage.

Physically impaired athletes can compete with others in field and track events 
and in the pool, even in the Velodrome. But what about visually impaired athletes and 
in particular what about visually impaired cyclists? How can they take part? This is 
where the tandem comes into its own. The parathlete cyclist rides in the rear of the 
tandem with a fully-sighted “pilot” in the front saddle. 

So, on the first day of the Games, Steve Bate (who is registered blind) and his 
“pilot” Adam Duggleby won gold for Great Britain in the men’s 4000 metre pursuit; 
and on the second day, Sophie Thornhill (who is only partially sighted) and her “pilot” 
Helen Scott won gold in the women’s 1 km time trial.

It’s worth thinking about the nature of the relationship between the pairs. It involves 
complete trust in the “pilot” to be able to see the way ahead and to know what to do 
and when. But equally the “pilot” understands and senses the abilities and responses 
of the other rider. Each depends on the other in order to achieve what they have 
committed themselves to.

Perhaps there’s a parable for us here too? Think about it.
Dennis  

THE CENTRAL GARAGE
for service you can rely on

A family business established 1926

u  Tyres, exhausts, batteries and brakes
u  Servicing and repairs – all makes
u  Courtesy cars available
u  MOT testing

153 High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BH
Tel: 01937 842283  Fax: 01937 849001

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT SERVICE CENTRE

a
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YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MERCHANT

KIRBY BUILDERS
MERCHANTS

Specialist supplier of natural landscaping materials 
including natural stone paving, decorative aggregates, 

hardwood sleepers and timber decking

Inglebank, High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 843493

www.kirbybuildersmerchants.co.uk

Colour
 

broch
ure 

availa
ble

v Reclaimed Building Stone

v Logs and Kindling

v Bricks, Blocks, Sand and Cement

v Driveway Block Paving

v Timber, Plywood and Fencing

v Insulation, Plasterboard and Plaster

v Clothing, Tools, Fixings and Fasteners

Churches and same-sex marriage
Introduction:
I thought members of the Methodist Church would be interested in an ‘ecumenical’ 
perspective of the recent discussions and movement towards churches conducting 
same-sex marriages. There is also the issue of ‘gay clergy’ in the Church of England 
reported a few weeks ago, when Bishop Nicholas Chamberlain, Bishop of Grantham 
said he was gay and in a relationship. He was consecrated last year by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Welby – who has said he knew about the bishop’s sexuality.

Bishop Chamberlain told BBC News: “We are all God’s people together...  
I hope that you will be able to understand”.  It is anticipated that news about Bishop 
Chamberlain would “exacerbate” divisions within the Church of England and the 
wider Anglican world.

This topic has been given wide discussion within the United Reformed Church for 
a number of years and did cause hurt and division but there is now a wide consensus 
of opinion in favour with General Assembly 2016 permitting local churches to conduct 
same-sex marriages. A summary of the decision taken on 9th July is as follows:   

The United Reformed Church empowers its churches 
to conduct same-sex marriages:
In July, The United Reformed Church became the largest 
denomination in the UK to freely permit the celebration and 
registration of marriages of same-sex couples in its churches. 

The resolution was passed at the key decision making body, General Assembly, by 
240 votes to 21.

The General Assembly has considered the matter twice before – in 2014, and in a 
special, single-issue Assembly in June 2015 – and engaged in extensive consultation 
with local churches and synods. After it became clear that the denomination could not 
express a single view on the issue, the 2015 Assembly proposed that the decision on 
whether individual URC congregations can host marriages of same-sex couples lies 
wholly with each local church. This proposal was confirmed by the 2016 Assembly.

John Proctor, General Secretary of the United Reformed Church, speaking of the 
vote, said “Today the URC has made an important decision – at which some will 
rejoice and with which others will be uncomfortable…this has been a sensitive issue 
for many in our churches. It has been important to take our time over the decision 
process, and to listen as carefully as we can to one another along the way.”

On the same day as the URC vote, 9th July, the Church of England General Synod 
held closed door discussions about the marriage of same-sex couples, hiring expert 
facilitators to ensure ‘good disagreement’!

The Methodist Conference decided on 5th July that the denomination should 
reconsider its definition of marriage and revise its existing statement on the subject. 
The Anglican Church of Canada voted to authorise same-sex marriage on 13th July, 
although because of problems with the General Synod’s voting system, it was not 
clear cut and there are many dissenting voices among the Canadian clergy.

Jim Murison, Elder & Member of St Columba’s York 
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A bible, a tandem and a rusty nail
~ Recollections of a Local Preacher 10 ~

Out of the frying Pan….
Overcoming the shyness at some of our rural churches became a challenge....

The phone rang and a quiet voice informed me that his daughter “was unwell and 
might not be available to play the organ tomorrow”. I soon realised that this was the 
steward at Askham Richard and after a quick word with Jackie, I announced that it 
would present no problem as my wife would play. The organ was of the American 
design which had to be pedalled to create the vacuum which would draw air through 
the pipes. Eventually I became quite adept at attaching a vacuum cleaner to these 
and so enabled the organist to play ‘pedal free’.

When we arrived at the church I enquired after the health of the daughter. Drawing 
me to one side he whispered in my ear, “she had a baby on Saturday morning!” There 
were apparently, some things that you didn’t talk about even though she was married.

After a few years, the circuit made an appeal for preachers and a number of 
churches, especially Wetherby responded valiantly. This greatly reduced the workload 
and Jackie was approached by the head of Tadcaster Primary School, Margo’ Ball 
to see if I would preach in the Boroughbridge Circuit where her husband Ray, (who 
reminded me of much bearded Archbishop Makarios) was the superintendent 
minister. Having invited Gerald Payling to join me, we set off and each took the service 
in a rural church. We were well received and continued to help them for many years. 
Following the service we were always invited for supper, often a farmhouse, where a 
spread fit for a king was laid out. 

 ‘Après worship’ meals were always relished by me as usually they were the 
first meal that I could eat happily that day. I well remember preaching at one of our 
churches and going round to the farmhouse for ‘supper’ afterwards. I arrived with the 
steward to find more people than had been to the service sitting in a large semi circle 
round the edge of the room. Placed strategically in the centre and facing the roaring 
fire was the chair upon which I was to be roasted. It was more a throne than a chair! 
After explaining that I could not stand the heat, it was moved to one side. Supper 
was wheeled in on a large trolley, a fine leg of ham was carved, salad with real crisp 
lettuce added, and offered to me almost with a curtsy! I never have been good with 
a plate on my knee but I struggled through whilst others tucked in. A fruit salad  was 
followed by tea and during the whole  meal no one spoke a word even though I tried 
to engage conversation. After a respectable time of silence had passed, I expressed 
my thanks and was accompanied to the entrance hall by the steward. The moment 
the door was closed behind us ‘all Hades was let loose’ as if a human safety valve had 
lifted and words poured forth like a jet of steam. The upshot was that I stayed taking 
with the steward for nearly an hour and left thoroughly elated by our conversation.

In the early 1990s a pulpit exchange with an American Methodist took place. 
Rev. Brian and Mary Mavers swapped churches with the Rev. Bill Hemmen and his 
wife Marcia. After they returned to Topeka, Colorado, Jackie and I were invited over 

for a holiday during which I was asked to preach. Sunday worship started at 9am 
with Worship (1 hr), School with 15 classes covering all ages from crèche to retired, 
followed by 11am Worship (1hr). The congregation would choose which two to attend 
whilst I was to serve at all three. All hymns were pre-selected by the full time Musical 
Director who reluctantly bowed to my request to include a suitable post sermon hymn. 
Although I had chosen my sermon independently, it turned out to be that set by the 
lectionary for the day. After one of the  services a lady came up to me, smiled and in 
the richest of American accents said, “I didn’t understand a word of what you said but 
the way you said it had me in raptures” – O dear! Was I really that bad?

Coincidences, if that is what they are, seem to follow most of us around. In 
Geelong, Australia, during a visit to see Jackie’s college pal, Rev Con Taylor, she 
asked me to preach. Knowing how this would affect my alimentary canal I, instead of 
declining, and having taken no sermons with me responded thus: “if the lectionary 
reading is from Habakkuk (a minor OT prophet with a very up to date theme) is set for 
the day (with a 1 in 156 chance of it being so), then I’ll do it.” Off the dear lady shot 
only to appear a little later with a broad grin on her face; and so the following Sunday 
I became the mystery preacher out in the bush. I believe that it went down well.

As William Cowper wrote in his wonderful hymn, God really does “move in a 
mysterious way.”  

Arthur

Bespoke flowers for 
weddings, parties & 
functions, birthdays 
& annive r sa r ie s , 
business contracts, 
funerals & sympathy, 
Or.... ‘just because’.

Pick up the perfect 
present for yourself 
or others from our 
range of gifts & 
interior furniture, to
home and garden 
a c c e s s o r i e s .

kate
mell

www.katemell.co.uk

01937 841415
Facebook.com/KateMel l

Twitter.com/KateMellFlowers

160  H IGH STREET
BOSTON SPA | LS23 6BW
info@katemell.co.uk
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Independent Family Funeral Directors in
Boston Spa, Tadcaster and surrounding areas

ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS

Private chapel of rest
Golden Charter prepaid funeral plans

24 HOUR SERVICE

Tel: 01937 842574

Are you looking for 
accommodation for 
over 60s?

Orchard House, Church Mews, Boston Spa
is a lovely development specifically

designed for retired persons

Each apartment has its own kitchen, bathroom and living room,
as well as the use of the communal lounge and laundry facilities.

The scheme boasts a lively social calendar, including
fish and chip suppers, coffee mornings and bingo evenings.

Please contact our Leeds office on

01925 592600
Your Housing Group is a Housing Association and is not for profit.

There are no sign-up fees and tenancies are offered on an assured basis.

Jazz Service at St Mary’s Church – Sunday 11th September
Bob and I did not know what to expect when we went to the service last Sunday 
morning. The service was led by Revds Jane Brown and Steve Jakeman.

What a joyful and uplifting experience to sing hymns accompanied by Jeff and 
Anne Barnhart from America, on piano 
and flute, and our very own Revd Steve 
on double bass. The hymns went with a 
‘swing’ and were enjoyed by all.

The theme throughout the service 
helped to make us think about where 
we are on our journey as a Christian and 
the final hymn was ‘Be Thou my Vision’.

The service ended with a rousing 
rendition of ‘When All the Saints’ Come 
Marching In’. Everyone clapped their 
hands in time to the beat and there was 
loud applause at the end.

Jeff and Anne are hoping to return 
to Boston Spa next May, a date not to 
be missed.

Sheila Humphreys
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Building Project Update 

Progress on the Chapel is proceeding well and we hope to have access very soon. 
In fact, the contractors have promised that we will have the building back in time for 
Christmas. We hope to have the chapel back sooner than this although the heating 
and lighting may not be completely finished. The chairs are scheduled for delivery 
in October, although they will not be put in place until the new carpet is laid. The 
Steering Group are now putting together the finishing touches – organizing the 
alterations to the pew cushions to fit the remaining pews, sourcing  kneeling mats for 
the Communion rail and ordering window blinds.

Work is progressing well on the new side 
entrance and the contractors are hoping to 
break through late September. (By the time 
you read this update, that should have already 
happened!) Yorkshire Water will provide a new 
supply to chapel by the end of September which 
will solve the present water pressure problem.

 The regular meetings with the Architect 
and Contractors are continuing to ensure that 
everything progresses as smoothly as possible.

This month we have received another VAT refund of £10,695 from the Listed Places 
of Worship Grant Scheme. This is another significant contribution to the overall cost 
of our project.

As part of the new audio visual equipment to be used in chapel, a suitable projector 
and screen have been identified and Rev. Steve is in the process of ordering them. 
It is really quite exciting to visualize our chapel and how it will look when all the 
enhancements are completed.

The Fundraising Team are continuing their excellent work in raising funds for the 
Building Project and also for the refurbishing of the cottage and general upkeep of 
the Church and we are most grateful  to them for all the work they are doing.

The list of events planned so far is printed below.
v Wednesday 7 – Sunday 11 December 2016 – Christmas Tree Festival
v Friday 20 January 2017, 7:30pm – An Evening with Rick Wakeman 
v Saturday 28 January 2017 – Burns Supper
v Saturday 25 February 2017, 7.30pm – Evening Concert
 Knottingley Concert Brass Band  
v Saturday 3 June 2017 – Spring Fair – Wetherby Town Hall
v Ongoing – Pauline O’Melia’s Church feature cards

Further details for each event will be available nearer the time. If you would like to 
organise a fundraising event – or would like help from the fundraising team to carry 
out your idea – do get in touch. If you can help at any of the events, please let the 
team know. 

There are many exciting 
functions planned for the 
Spring and early Summer 
and the Fundraising Team 
will be letting you know 
all about them nearer the 
time.

As always we ask you continue to support our 
building project with your prayers.

Your ongoing support and prayers are invaluable as 
we look ahead with eagerness to the completion of our 
project.

Jackie Marsden

Sandersons
... the first choice
v Residential removals
v Container storage
v Shipping
v Office removals
v Document storage
v Self store

WITH OVER

50 YEARS’

EXPERIENCE

Tockwith 01423 358934
www.sandersonsremovals.com

British Association
of Removers

If you are moving, 
look for the badge



“Passionate travel people for people passionate about travel...”

We have been in business now for over 30 years providing custom bespoke holidays 
and, while we embrace the latest technology, we believe just four simple words are 
the key to our continued success.
Knowledge: Every member of staff is highly-trained and incredibly well-travelled: 
we believe that our clients deserve as much first-hand knowledge as possible and we 
are pleased to be able to give them just that.
Experience: Our staff members are passionate about travel and regularly attend 
training events, conferences and educational overseas visits to increase our 
knowledge. Between us, we have more than 100 years’ experience in the industry.
Service: We feel that clients who put their trust in us deserve the highest levels of 
personal service and, quite simply, that is what we give them. Anyone can use the 
internet to make a simple booking, but we aim to give much more and call on our own 
extensive knowledge, personal contacts, specialist operators and experience to get 
the right holiday for each individual client.
Inspiration: Don’t know where to go? Not a problem: we love a challenge and, 
after consultation to establish your requirements, we will come up with a selection of 
suggestions to inspire you.

Paul J Dayson
Partner

85 High Street, Boston Spa   01937 845678   www.spa-travel.com

Spa Travel
No Ordinary Travel Agent


