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Psalm 137:   ’How can we sing to the  
Lord in a foreign land?’     
 

How do we celebrate in this strange, much 
changed country, in which we now find 
ourselves? Should we even be enjoying 
ourselves, when there is so much fear and concern and loneliness 
and loss?  For answers, we’ve looked to 3 different sources and 
(spoiler alert), the answer from all 3 is a resounding – YES!  In the 
words of that mystic philosopher and Liverpool FC manager, Jurgen 
Klopp – ‘Life is too short not to celebrate nice moments!’   So, what 
are the 3 sources? 
 

1. The Bible is full of difficult, seemingly intractable, situations. 
Military defeats, a nation taken into slavery, 40 years wandering 
around the desert, life under occupation, standing up for faith, 
even when that might mean imprisonment or death. You get 
the picture. Yet, throughout all of that, God’s people are 
encouraged to celebrate, with feasts and songs. 

 

2. In those photos we all saw, from the original VE Day, there were 
street parties, dancing (and more) with complete strangers, 
climbing of lamp posts, flag waving and singing. And yet, most 
of the people in those photos will have known tragedy – loss of 
a loved one, life-changing injuries, children evacuated, the war 
still continuing in the Pacific. The list is endless – and yet, they 
celebrated. They were alive, they could see that the nightmare 
would come to an end. There was hope for the future 

 

3. Last week we set a challenge to send in photos, poems or 
memories of how we celebrated VE 75 Day, birthdays, 
anniversaries or other occasions during ‘lockdown’ – and your 
responses are on the next page. Despite the restrictions of 
lockdown we’ve found sometimes ingenious ways to celebrate. 
Life goes on – and, even amongst all the problems, there is 
God, there is good and there is hope. 

 

Psalm 118: ‘This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it!’ 

Steve, Sue and Donald 
 

Sunday Morning Coffee: Since lockdown began, we’ve been 
sharing ways of being together in worship, even though apart. A 
logical extension is to share a coffee (or tea) after worship. A 

chance to catch up on news and discuss 
aspects of the service – was there a 
hymn or prayer that was meaningful? 
Has it triggered any ideas you’d like to 
share? 

If you have access to a laptop, tablet or smartphone, you can join 
us for virtual coffee at 11:15 every Sunday.               
(Contact Donald or Steve for log-in details or help)   

 



 Ways to Worship Together as Church: 

Offline:  
Attached is a short service, exploring how Jesus introduced the disciples to the concept of the Holy Spirit. 
This will be shared by many of us on Sunday, at our normal Service time – please join us, to feel part of 
something larger. 
On BBC 1:  Sunday 10:45am – ‘Sunday Service’ a Service from St David’s Cathedral and, at 1:15pm - 
‘Songs of Praise’  Aled Jones on modern hymn writers. 
Prayer Cards:  Every Sunday and Wednesday, at 7:00 pm, we remember to place a lit candle in the window 
and use the Prayer Cards, for a quiet moment with God, including prayers for those groups who would 
normally meet in the Church rooms over the coming week. Please also remember those of our immediate 
Church family, who we know are coping with loss of a loved one or their own health problems. 
 

Just call – ‘DIAL A SERMON’: 
Week 2, Steve’s thoughts on the VE Day celebrations will be 
available till Saturday night, with a new reflection available on 
Sunday. Even if you have internet, just listening, without 
distractions can be helpful – give it a try. And please let us have 
your comments, as we’re always looking to improve! 
 

‘Great 50 days’:  Our District 
Chair (Leslie Newton) shares his thoughts on ‘faithfulness’ and the three 
recurring themes of ‘love, pray and give’. He sets out some really 
challenging (and fun) possible responses – check out the notes! Given 
the recent Government guidance, he also draws our attention to 
Colossians 4 v 2 ‘Pray diligently. Stay alert, with your eyes wide in 
gratitude’. Don’t forget to pray for us that God will open doors for telling 
the mystery of Christ, even while I’m locked up in this jail’. What timely 
words, to encourage us all! 

 

Online: 
Ascension Day (Thursday 21st May): Special Tadcaster Circuit Service put together by the Worship 
leaders, will be available on the Circuit, Boston Spa and Wetherby websites, plus Facebook 

 

Christian Aid Sunday: Hopefully you got a chance to join this Service and to donate (over 
£1,300 already raised on-line). If not it is still available on the Boston Spa Methodist site. 
 

You Tube: Check out these musical links! The first is a Methodist virtual choir singing ’10,000 reasons’, 
(watch out for our own Rev Steve and Hilary Marshall), the second is the new anthem for ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’ (more about that next week) and the last is a blessing over the UK shared by more than 50 Churches: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2M58JuV-FU&feature 
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/thy-kingdom-come-hymn-2020 

https://youtu.be/PUtll3mNj5U 
 

Now available on our Facebook and websites: 
 

         Storytime for toddlers (and over 60s): ‘Goldilocks and the 3 bears 
 

 

Tea-Time Church at Home:  for young (and not so young) families on the theme of 
‘God is on our side’ 



Don’t Stew and Fester:  don’t forget that if you want to catch up with friends over 
virtual coffee, via Tele Conference, the next session is on: 

Wednesday 20th May at 10:00 - contact Donald for details. (Anyone with a smart 
phone, tablet or computer should be able to join, so long as it has a built-in camera) 

 

Greeting Cards:  Pauline O’Melia would like all to know that she is still making birthday, anniversary, and 
sympathy cards.  Collection from her front door.   

Contact details:  01937 843566 / paulineomelia@talktalk.net 

 

LOCKDOWN CELEBRATIONS! 
We asked you to let us know how you celebrated during ‘lockdown’ – from VE Day to 

birthdays – turn over to see what you came up with! 

 

Brian Marsden Wartime Experiences: 

 I was born in November 1941 and my early memories include my Christening when my Godfather Brian 
Spencer held me and removed his Red Beret (I was told this was very special, my mother was incredibly 
proud of him and his regiment). He was to fly a glider in the D Day Landings and land at Pegasus Bridge, 
liberating the first French citizens – including Arlette Gondrée whom he introduced me to at the 50th 
anniversary of the landings at Café Gondree in Normandy.  

I lived at 118 Eden Crescent in Leeds, this was on the flight path for the German Bombers attacking 
Kirkstall Forge a military target.  Many nights the air raid sirens would start and we would leave the house, 
seeing searchlights in the sky and hearing gunfire. We went into our garden where an air raid shelter was 
situated and joined neighbours to shelter until the all clear was sounded. I was the only one with a bed 
in the shelter as I was under five years old.  

My father was an Air Raid Warden and I can remember him talking about incendiary bombs. I also 
remember him having a stirrup pump for using on fires.   

I can remember Churchill speaking on our Bush Radio.  I especially remember VE Day and the euphoria 
of people at the time. There were great celebrations in our street with tables set out and all the neighbours 
joining in for a meal and party. I was given a utility mug with a commemorative sticker attached, to keep. 
Unfortunately, many years later it got broken.  

Shortly after the war in the attic of the house we had moved to my brother Tony fitted a gas mask and I 
was so frightened by it I ran off the top of the stairs and fell the full length of the flight!   

I remember during the war visiting my grandparents and seeing my uncles in military uniform. My uncle 
Joe lost a finger fitting a tank track. My uncle Jack was a sergeant in the army. My godfather uncle Brian 
was sent to Palestine following the war prior to discharge.  

 

Imperial War Museum – Brian Spencer 

https://www.lwm.org.uk/collections/items/object/80014662 

 



Judith renewing the wartime spirit, 
with bunting made from paper. 

card and a Christmas carrier bag! 

An alternative Rotary Dinner 
 for Iain and Jo 

Our Rotary reunion was banned 
With members from over the land 

But we found a way 
Matters not where you stay 

Indeed our spare bedroom was grand. 
 

Our Saturday night entertainment 
Was destined for a postponement 

But with the magic of Zoom 
We stayed in our room 

The show went ahead – no curtailment. 
 

One thing we both missed was dinner 
Tho' we didn't end up any thinner 

'Cos a take-away spread 
Left us both well fed 

So we're voting the evening a winner! 

 

 

Fiona wanted to know if this flag was 
big enough? 

(Just don’t ask where it came from) 

‘VE 75’ celebrations in Lynton 
Avenue. Folk from Boston Spa 

might recognise Julia Rushworth 
and family 

 

{ 

 

Steve, Sue and Michael celebrating 
Candlelighters ‘Big Night In’. Please 
remember that Candlelighters are our 
Circuit Charity – and need our support 
now, more than ever”. Go to: 

https://www.justgiving.com/team/ 
tadcastercircuitcandlelighters 

Ken and Judith celebrated 
granddaughter Sophie’s birthday, 
playing family games on Zoom – 

including one where everyone had to 
guess when their toaster would pop 
up - and jump up at the same time. 
Who says ‘lockdown’ is getting to 

them? 

 

A ‘Lockdown’ Acrostic 
 

Leisure time 
Occupationally challenging 
Cooking frenzy 
Kitchen cleaning 
Downtime rich 
Over churched 
When will it end? 
New normal coming. 
 

Sue wants to know if this fits with 
other’s experience of ‘lockdown’? 

Stay safe - remember we love 
you and, more importantly, 

Jesus loves you! 

 

Fiona’s dumpty dumpth birthday 
breakfast - 
smoked 
salmon, 
scrambled 
egg and a 
glass of 
something 
bubbly (non 
alcoholic?) 
cooked by 
Chef Donald ! 

 
 

 


