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The Season of Creation is an annual celebration uniting Christians in prayer and action for the protection of our 
common home. The season runs from September 1 to October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. During this season 
we are encouraged to pray and engage in community events in order to deepen our relationship with our God, our 
neighbour and the earth we share, being ever more attentive to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 
Writing about the season in 2019, Pope Francis said, ‘this is the season for letting our prayer be inspired anew’ a season 
‘to reflect on our lifestyles,’ and a season ‘for undertaking prophetic actions … calling for courageous decisions … 
directing the planet towards life, not death.’ 
 

The theme for 2020 is ‘Jubilee for the Earth’. This year we are invited to ‘consider the integral relationship between 
rest for the Earth, and ecological, economic, social and political ways of living.’  Did you watch the programme on      
BBC 1 ‘Extinction – the fact’s’ with Sir David Attenborough on Sunday evening?  With a million species at risk of 
extinction, Sir David Attenborough explored how this crisis that biodiversity is suffering has consequences for us all; 
threatening food and water security, undermining our ability to control our climate, and even putting us at greater 
risk of pandemic diseases.  
 

Extinction is now happening up to 100 times faster than the natural evolutionary rate, but the issue is about more 
than the loss of individual species. Everything in the natural world is connected in networks that support the whole of 
life on earth, including us, and we are losing many of the benefits that nature provides to us. The loss of insects is 
threatening the pollination of crops, while the loss of biodiversity in the soil also threatens plants growth. Plants 
underpin many of the things that we need, and yet one in four is now threatened with extinction. 
 
Seventy-five percent of Earth’s land surface (where not covered by ice) has been changed by humans, much of it for 
agriculture, and as consumers we may be unwittingly contributing towards the loss of species through what we buy in 
the supermarket.  Our destructive relationship with the natural world is putting the ecosystems that we rely on at risk.   
 

So, in the face of the magnitude of this issue, what can we as individuals do? A good start is being aware of what we 
buy, palm oil for example is used in so many things and very little of it is farmed sustainably.  Stop buying stuff we 
don’t really need, don’t throw away, recycle, repair, or reuse. Try, if you can, not to purchase goods wrapped in plastic, 
or in plastic bottles. 

 

More and more of our Churches in the District are signing up to be ‘Eco Churches’;  
we must consider this too… https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk  
 

God gave us this Earth to live on, we don’t own it, we are just it’s caretakers, and perhaps as individuals, and as a 
church, we need to become more aware of this, and look for ways to become more aware of sustainable, more 
environmentally friendly ways of doing things, and more aware of the impact we, as humans, are having on this planet. 
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Worshipping together - Online:   

This week we have Penny Harrison from East Keswick and Janet Griffin from Tadcaster, combining for a Circuit 

Reflection. This will be available early Sunday morning, on Boston Spa and Tadcaster Circuit websites, as well as 

Facebook pages.   
 

Worshipping together – Offline   Service sheet attached – dealing with grace and how it can sometimes be easier 

to accept for ourselves than for others! Please join us, to feel part of something larger – physically apart, but spiritually 

together!  
 

On BBC:  On Radio 4 Sunday at 8:10 am, ‘Sunday Worship’ with Father Brian D’Arcy asking where, in these times of 

enormous uncertainty, we can put our trust? At 1:15 pm, on BBC1, Songs of Praise, marks Harvest with hymns and 

songs from across the country, reflecting the theme and how Churches support farming communities. 
 

Prayer Cards:  Every Sunday and Wednesday, at 7:00 pm, we remember to place a lit candle in the 

window and use the Prayer Cards, for a quiet moment with God, including prayers for those groups 

who would normally meet in the Church rooms over the coming week. Please also remember those 

of our immediate Church family, who we know are coping with loss of a loved one, their own health 

problems, loneliness or other worries.  
 

 
Dial-a-Sermon:  If you don’t have access to a computer, you can still listen to Penny’s 
Reflection (available from Sunday) 
 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee 11:30 on Sunday (note the changed time to allow people to get 

home from the morning act of worship)  A chance to use Zoom to catch up on news and 

discuss aspects of the Sunday service – was there a hymn or prayer that was meaningful?  

Has it triggered any ideas you’d like to share? Or do you just fancy a cuppa and a chat?  For 

more information, contact Donald 

 
Don’t Stew and Fester:  don’t forget that if you want to catch up with friends, for a chat over 
virtual coffee, via Zoom (bring your own cake), the next session is on:   
 

Wednesday 23rd September at 11:00 am (Contact Donald for details). 
 

 

Especially for families:  
NEW! ‘Be bold and courageous’ – songs, dance and fun for all the family – 

on website and Facebook pages 
StoryTime is for the kids, join in with the Three Bears, the Dinkey Donkey, 

the Gruffalo and many others 
Perfect for a rainy day, all the old favourite Tea-Time Church and Storytime are at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCinmF5gqNsY8liI108RsZ7w/ 
 

 

ROOTS Activity Time: 

Every week, on the Boston Spa Methodist website, we’re                                                                                          

giving a link to children’s (and adults) Activity Sheets, based on that week’s 

Bible reading. Typically, the children’s sheets might include drawing, 

crosswords, puzzles and questions designed to be fun but also to help us 

think about the stories. Give it a go! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCinmF5gqNsY8liI108RsZ7w/


 

 

Our Church family news:  

 
 
 
 
We’ve had a request for prayer from the Hough family on the sad loss of their 
mum, gran and great gran.  Mary nearly made her century but fell short by just 
six months.  She will be much missed by everyone who knew her. 
 

This lovely photo was taken at a family wedding a few years ago. 
 
Be assured, you are all in our thoughts and prayers, at this sad time 

 
 
Back to communal worship 
 

Last week we showed a photo of the Chapel, ‘Covid-

secure’ and ready, but almost empty. This week we can 

show people gathering for last Sunday’s ‘test run’ of all 

the systems put in place to ensure that we can re-open as 

safely as possible.  This week, we plan to hold the first 

formal act of worship on Sunday 20th September. 

 

If you feel that you are ready to join us, then please arrive 

after 10:00 for a 10:30 start and follow the instructions 

of the ‘welcomers’, both on the way in and when you 

leave. (You will need to bring a face covering and to wear 

it at all times).  There will be no singing, much will seem 

strange – but this will be an act of worship, an opportunity 

to re-gather in the House of God and to be his family. 

 

If you are not yet ready to return to gathered worship,  please rest assured that we will continue to maintain contact 

and provide opportunities to worship at home, either on line or offline, for the foreseeable future.  Thanks again to 

Iain, Jo and the team for all their hard work in getting us to this point. 
 

Stay safe - remember we love you and, more importantly, Jesus loves you! 
 

Steve, Sue and Donald 

 

Peter and Janet Miles got in 
touch to say thank you for all 
the work put into running the 
holiday club online, through 
the summer holidays. They 
watched the videos and did 
the activities (collected from 

St Marys) with their 
grandchildren, although they 

had to catch up last week 
because the children were not 

with them for two of the 
holiday weeks. The photos 
show some of the activities 



 

 

Just for fun 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we return to 

worship in Church, 

we can confirm 

that we will NOT 

be using any of 

these notices! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


