
26 June – 2 July 2022 Some things can’t wait
Related Bible reading(s): Luke 9.51-62

Bible study on Luke 9.51-62

This study can be used by a small family/household group, or by
an online group, or – sometimes with a little adaptation – by an
individual.

See our Guidelines for a weekly Bible study

 

Begin with an opening prayer

Let our hearts be glad and our tongues rejoice.
When we walk in companionship with the Lord
we are �lled with joy in his presence.
Let us praise the Lord. Amen.

 

Read the passage

Consider di�erent ways to read the text. For example, hearing it
in more than one version of the Bible.

In an online group, you could share parts between those present,
or use/adapt this week’s Share the Word suggestion: Use the
Jump to this week's menu on the right to go to Share the Word
and scroll down to �nd the Gospel reading.

 

Explore and respond to the text

Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read
them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to re�ect
on what you have read.

 

Bible notes

Luke’s Gospel now reaches a major turning point. After Peter’s
confession and the subsequent revelation on the mountain of
Trans�guration, Jesus looks towards Jerusalem where, like Elijah,
he will be ‘taken up’ into heaven (see 2 Kings 2.11). In the
mountaintop vision of Jesus with Moses and Elijah, there is talk of
Jesus’ departure (9.31), but the Greek word is ‘exodus’. Jesus’
journey of liberation towards his ascension takes him through
cruci�xion and resurrection. On the way he calls followers to be
‘�t for the kingdom of God’ (9.62), and Luke packs his account of
the journey with matters of great importance for disciples.
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The Samaritans, through whose villages he must pass, refuse to
welcome a Jewish pilgrim travelling to a holy place whose status
they reject. But, unlike Elijah, Jesus will not allow the Jews’
traditional enemies to be consumed by heavenly �re (2 Kings
1.10). His disciples must learn to set aside age-old prejudices, so
that they can appreciate the importance of being open to the
faith of others, even those they despise. Soon he will tell of a
travelling Samaritan whose compassion provides ample evidence
of the neighbourliness that Moses looks for (10.25-37). And later
on the journey, Jesus will heal a group of lepers, and the only
one to bother thanking him will be a Samaritan (17.11-19).

The urgency of the coming of God’s kingdom means that some
conventions must now be suspended, including creature
comforts and the duty to bury one’s father (Jesus’ ‘shock
language’ is very di�erent from Elijah’s concession in 1 Kings
19.20�). Followers of Jesus are like those who plough well:
straight furrows are the fruit of focused attention, with eyes �xed
on what is both important and urgent. Everything else is
perilous distraction.

 

See also: In conversation: Fit for the kingdom

John Parr and Hannah Currin discuss the importance
of celebrating Trinity Sunday, identifying your
neighbour
and the restfulness (or not) of prayer

 

Re�ection

Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you
from the Bible reading. This idea may help.

Do you make ‘to do’ lists? Do you write things on a list and cross
them o� when they are done? Some say you should always put a
couple of things on a to do list that you are about to do, and that
don’t take long, because that means you will cross them o�
quickly and it will boost your morale. But why do we put things
o�? Is it because other things are more important, or because we
just don’t want to do them? How would it feel if we put ‘Follow
Jesus today’ at the top of every to do list? What would that look
like in practice?

 

Questions for re�ection

You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you
think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible
passage. 

Click on the image to view a larger
version
or use the Jump menu to go to This
week's images.
For artist's details, see this issue's
illustrators.

Questions

How does this image of a soup kitchen/food bank show what is
important and urgent?
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If you could drop everything to follow Christ what would be your �rst
act of devotion?

How can you prioritise your faith this week?

 

A simple activity

Make a real response

Look at an example of a recent situation for inspiration.

Remind people of the story of Marcus Rashford’s lobbying of
government in 2020 to tackle food poverty. Use images, video clips
and articles from the internet to help you do this – a search will
provide many options, it was a well-reported event.

Ask people, in groups, to discuss what happened – not so much in
terms of government policy and action, but (for example): Why did
Marcus see this issue as urgent and important? What di�erence did
this urgency make?

Then ask the groups to try and relate their insights to something close
to home. What situations in the local community or area might be
considered urgent and important? Taking inspiration from Rashford,
what could you do about it? What should your priorities, and/or that of
your church community, be? Invite the groups to share their
conclusions – is there something that might be taken forward here?

Use the Jump to this week's menu on the right to go to
more activities in Explore and respond.

 

Prayer

Adapt to your local context.

A prayer of thanksgiving

Some things can’t wait. Such as the need of people in this world
to acknowledge and follow you, Lord. For who knows when
you will return? We give abundant thanks for everyone to whom
you give the cloak of evangelism and leadership.
Our hearts over�ow with thanks and praise: for our own salvation;
for all who played their part in leading us to faith and nurturing us
on our walk in freedom; and that we are no longer drifting in
hopelessness, but secure in you.
Your Holy Spirit leads us with incomparable power, strength and
wisdom. And our heart’s desire to follow where you lead, with
the fruit of the Spirit ripening within us. You have the power, Lord,
to change our attitudes and our priorities. Our hearts are full of
thanks and praise for the joy we know in you and the inheritance
that can never be taken from us.
Lord, we pray for others to know the same. Amen.

Use the Jump to this week's menu on the right to �nd more
prayers, including up-to-date intercessions.

 

A prayer to end the Bible study

May God grant us the wisdom to know what is important.
May God guide us to act, to do what is urgent.
May God help us to know the one we follow better each day.
May God help us to be people who don’t always look back.
May God help us always to be faithful and true.
Amen.
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Go with God 24/7

Encourage everyone to put their faith into action.

At the beginning of each day, pray for guidance as to what needs
to be done today – what is important and urgent – and prayer for
help to do it.

 

Encourage everyone to explore their faith this week with the
ROOTS at home resource.
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