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Dear friends, one of my favourite films, ‘The Way We Were’, stars Robert Redford 
and Barbra Streisand - a lovely romantic drama, and yet I can’t watch it, as it 
upsets me for days afterwards. Although the young couple marry, are very much in 
love, their differing political outlooks means they cannot stay together. I can hear 

the iconic song now… “Memories of the way we were...” 
 

As a church we often think we should not look back, we should not reminisce about the ‘good old 
days’ when the churches were full, and everyone packed into the village chapels for Harvest 
Thanksgivings, and the hymn singing raised the roof. We are encouraged to look forward and 
think ahead to new ways of being church. Now, don’t get me wrong; I agree wholeheartedly. 
Yet, I was interested to hear what Rev Ashley Cooper, Principle of Cliff College, said on a course I 
attended last November - God told Elijah to go back.* 
 

When we have times in our lives, and we question what it’s all about, what are we doing, and perhaps 
even ‘where is God in this?’, Ashley said having special, significant moments or key points in our 
past journey, reminds us and encourages us to keep going. 
   

We all feel dejected at times but as we remember the past, and how God has remained faithful, we 
can be uplifted and think, Yes, this is right! This is why I’m here; God is with me! I recall my ‘voice 
in the night’ experience confirming it was right for me to come to the Tadcaster Circuit.  
 

Think about times in your life when you have felt very close to God and have sensed His presence, 
guiding you, affirming your faith, calling you to do something. Perhaps you remember when you 
stood up and gave a recitation at Sunday School or your conversion experience or God’s hand 
comforting you in a time of personal devastation. By looking back, we can be emboldened to 
continue forwards in new ways where God leads. 
 

In the Circuit’s Lenten Booklet, I recall a ‘Grace’ that we always used at mealtimes 
(see Wednesday under ‘Hospitality’). A member commented how, like me, she finds 
it a beautiful grace to sing and very emotional. Why? Because it conjures up good 
‘Methodist Chapel Teas’ and memories of fellowships gone by. I’ve told her, once we 
are able to meet again in person, in the Circuit, we shall enjoy a robust time  
of singing, and praising God. So, let’s look for the new and hold on to memories, giving thanks, 
after all they may be all that keeps us going at this present time. 



YEAR OF PRAYER Wetherby, and Tadcaster Churches are hosting weekly Prayer Meetings 

Wetherby: Every Wednesday, 7pm – 7.20pm 
                      All are invited to join us. Please contact Revd Ann for the Zoom log on details. 

Tadcaster: Every Tuesday, 9.30am – 10am (join from 9.15am) 
                      All are invited to join us. Please contact Eileen Clarkson for the Zoom log on details. 

 

On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings, at 8am. A great way to kick-start your day by joining  
with friends, in the presence of God, for 15-20 minutes of Morning Prayer on your telephone.  
Details, and a Service Sheet, have been sent out with an earlier newsletter, 
but please contact Rev Steve if you don’t have them and would like to join us. 
 

         Worshipping Together - Online:  
              This week the District Service, for the 2nd Sunday in Lent, is led by Revd Leslie Newton, District Chair. 

            This will be available from 7am Sunday morning, on Boston Spa MC, and Tadcaster Circuit websites,   
           our Facebook pages, and Leslie’s sermon will be available via Dial-a-Sermon 01937 228811 
 
 

On BBC:      
Radio 4 Sunday at 8:10 am, Sunday Worship ‘St. David’. 

The Archbishop of Wales, the Most Reverend John Davies, marks St David's Day in a service for 

the second sunday of Lent, recorded under lockdown conditions at Brecon Cathedral. 
 

BBC1, Songs of Praise ‘Tintern Abbey’ 

Ahead of St David’s Day, Sean Fletcher explores beautiful Tintern Abbey in Monmouthshire, and 

Welsh Rugby legends share their stories of finding faith after hanging up their boots.  

 
 

Lent Sessions: 4 sessions, via Zoom, all on a Monday evening, starting at 7:30 and finishing at 9:00. 
 

1st March - Introduction to the Methodist Way of Life, and 'Worship' 
8th March - 'Learning and Caring' 15th March - 'Service'  22nd March - 'Evangelism' 

 

We will be using the Methodist way of Life - "Finding the Way" booklet, which can be found on 
o https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/19583/mwol-finding-the-way-booklet-1120.pdf 

  

From 29th March Ann will lead a Holy Week programme based on 'The Nail', 
and we are considering Services for Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. 

 

 

Journey Through Lent 
If you have had difficulty with printing off a copy of our Lent Booklet: Journey Through Lent, 
please contact Eileen Clarkson, eileencoombe@hotmail.com, and she will send you a hard copy. 

 

World Day of Prayer – Friday March 5th, 2021 at 1.50pm for a 2pm start – ‘Build a Strong Foundation’ 
You are invited to join Churches Together - East Keswick & Bardsey, for a ‘zoom’ service 

to mark the World Day of Prayer. This will be led by our very own Rev Steve and will follow 
 a liturgy produced for the day by Christian women from Vanuatu, 

an archipelago of 80 islands 2000 miles east of Australia, in the South Pacific. 
 

Please join us via the link below; and have a pebble or stone with you to use during our prayers. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82465928779?pwd=d2V5aHZvWC9XeTRNWTVEaHM1czBHQT09 

Meeting ID: 824 6592 8779 Passcode: Vanuatu.                   Or join by ‘phone: 0203 051 2874 
 

The service will be followed by ‘coffee, cake & chat’ – bring your own drink and cake, of course. 
If you would like a copy of the recipe for Coconut Cake (a Vanuatu speciality) 

please contact Penny Harrison pennywood1@btopenworld.com 
 

  If you would like to explore this week’s themes from Mark 8: 31-38 (Rocky Relationships).  
 You can find both Adult and Children’s worksheets 

  on the BSMC Home Page: www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk 
If you would like to explore deeper, there is also a Bible Study available from the same place.  
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